o Colorado Developmental
Disabilities Council

45-Day Public Comment Response

Public Comment Period: May 8th, 2026-June 22nd, 2026.
Total Survey Responses: 8

Total Participants in Listening Session: 9

Total Comments: 21

Summary Report

The Council completed its 45-day public comment period, available from May 8 - June 22, 2026.
The draft goals, objectives and potential activities were published in English, Plain English,
Spanish, and Plain Spanish. The public comment period was publicized via the Council’s email
distribution list, social media, and a YouTube video, and all materials are available on the
Council's website. The Council also hosted a listening session on June 4, 2026. The detailed,
practical feedback from the community will be preserved as a guide for the Council's annual
project selection and budget planning over the next five years. A summary of the actionable
feedback we received is included in this report.

Goal 1: Systems Change:

e A parent suggested a systems change to eliminate the requirement for annual eligibility
re-evaluations for permanent, lifelong intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD)

e A professional in the disability field provided a detailed, structural recommendation to
mandate annual cross-system training for Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR)
counselors and HCBS service coordinators. (This comment was referred to the Colorado
Department of Health Care Policy and Financing and Colorado Department of Labor and
Employment Council representatives.)

e A person with lived and professional experience detailed a significant systemic barrier
within the Colorado Department of Education (CDE) regarding the use of ASL
Interpreters. (This comment was referred to the Colorado Division for the Deaf, Hard of
Hearing and DeafBlind and to the Colorado Department of Education, Council
representative.)

e Multiple commenters suggested strengthening the potential activity to support the use of
plain language (Objective 1.1) to require plain language forms to be used across
systems.

e Other commenters asked for more specific plan language and work beyond eliminating
barriers and providing education and training.

Recommendation: The public comments are in support of the draft goal and objectives in
systems change.
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e Consider additional potential activities included in the comments and/or more detail on
specific activities as the Council develops specific annual work plans.

Goal 2: Capacity Building:

e A person with a disability highlighted the need for training and awareness across
systems, “particularly among individuals placed in positions of authority who are
responsible for making vital or life-altering decisions affecting disabled individuals.”

e A parent commented that families are having to find their own solutions for the lack of
HCBS providers. Families want to see capacity built to “create actual solutions”, such as
roommate matching organizations.

e A professional in the disability field highlighted the need to build the capacity of people
with I/DD, their families, and communities and to recognize people with I/DD as “leaders,
contributors and decision-makers,” not just recipients of services.

e Under potential activities in Objective 2.2 (plain language), “change rural areas to
communities that may not have direct support centers, regardless of size, for example
frontier towns that have to travel 50 miles just to see human service offices.”

Recommendation: The public comments are in support of the draft goal and objectives in
capacity building.
e Continue to highlight projects led by people with I/DD as a requirement of grant
investments.
e Consider additional potential activities included in the comments and/or more detail on
specific activities, including how the Council defines “rural” as the Council develops
specific annual work plans.

Goal 3: Advocacy:

e Multiple commenters indicated that Housing, especially for people with significant
support needs, is a critical need for aging caregivers and their adult children with I/DD.

e A parent commented to prioritize additional community partnerships including the
Inclusive Housing Coalition and COAAIDD, along with expanded outreach to people with
I/DD and their families in developing policy solutions.

e A professional in the disability field emphasized the need for people with I/DD and their
families to hold meaningful roles in all systems change and advocacy efforts.

Recommendation: The public comments are in support of the draft goal and objectives in
advocacy.
e Continue to support, build and celebrate the leadership of people with I/DD in the
Council and in the community.
e Consider additional potential activities included in the comments and/or more detail on
specific activities as the Council develops specific annual work plans.
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