A Colorado Developmental
Disabilities Council

Unmet Needs Research Project

During the FY24 grant cycle, the Colorado Developmental Disabilities Council awarded a new
project grant to Colorado Office of Employment First (COEF) to understand the needs,
characteristics, and day-to-day strategies of Coloradans with intellectual and developmental
disabilities (I/DD) and their families who are or are not using government-funded services. The
project addressed a documented gap data to guide the Council’s next five-year plan and inform
partners across the state. The project was balanced between federally required programmatic
areas and the Meaningful Life model to identify areas for the Council to address through
systems change, capacity building and advocacy work that is central to its mission and purpose.

GOALS:

1. Identify the unmet needs of people with I/DD in the community including healthcare,
employment, informal and formal services, education, housing, and transportation.

2. Gather information responses from the community through an online survey and focus
groups.

3. Understand the Meaningful Life Model in the context of and beyond the necessary
services and support people with I/DD need to live a life of their own design and
purpose.

SUMMARY OF FY24 OUTCOMES:

1. Atotal of 503 survey responses were received, of which 288 were validated as clean
data following a screening and verification process, 25% from Front Range with overall
statewide representation in line with population centers.

o Key themes included a need to incorporate self-advocates into all
decision-making and programming; address barriers and systemic challenges;
apply the Meaningful Life Framework to center inclusion and belonging; and
support families across the lifespan, including major times of transition.

2. Held three focus groups with a total of 26 participants to hear more feedback from
people with I/DD and their families.

o Focus groups revealed tension between formal systems and natural supports;
importance of belonging, purpose, and individualized pathways to a meaningful
life; deep concerns about system fragility, funding, and sustainability; and the
need to reframe disability as a source of strength, contribution and enrichment.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
e View the final report: Colorado Community Survey Data Results

GEOGRAPHIC AREA: Statewide
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