A Colorado Developmental
Disabilities Council

Legislative Advocacy Training Project

During the FY24 grant cycle, the Colorado Developmental Disabilities Council awarded a new
project grant to Colorado Cross Disability Coalition (CCDC) to organize and facilitate Legislative
Advocacy 101 and 102 training for people with disabilities and their families.This is part of the
Council’s work to develop leaders within the disability community, especially people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities, to influence decision makers about policies that
impact their lives.

Legislative Advocacy 101 and 102 discussed how the legislature works, who the legislative
leaders are, and how to find your legislator and their contact information. The training also
discussed how to engage with legislators, advocacy storytelling and how to share input during
legislative sessions by providing testimony and meeting with legislators. CCDC hosted Disability
Rights Advocacy Day on February 12th, welcoming more than 500 community partners and
advocates to the Capitol to meet with legislators and work toward disability justice.

CCDC also implemented a series of informational town halls to explain changes and gather
feedback about long-planned changes to Colorado Medicaid like Community First Choice
implementation and the potential Medicaid cuts as a result of the state's fiscal crisis.
One-on-one follow up with any form of training was provided to help people prepare their
advocacy stories, provide support in scheduling meetings with legislators and answer further
qguestions about the legislative process.

GOALS:
1. Provide legislative advocacy training to help people with disabilities gain knowledge on
Colorado's legislative process and how to advocate for themselves.
2. Organize and facilitate town halls on topics pressing to the disability community.
3. Offer one-on-one follow up with anyone from training when needed.

SUMMARY OF FY24 OUTCOMES:
1. Trained and educated a total of 312 unique training and town hall participants across the
state of Colorado.

GEOGRAPHIC AREA: Statewide

Phone: 720-772-9396 Email Address: ColoradoDDCouncil@gmail.com Website:https://coddc.org/
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