
OUR VISION
People with IDD experience their
own vision of a meaningful life of

freedom, choice, love, purpose
and joy and are valued for the
contributions they bring to our

communities.

coloradoddcouncil@gmail.com www.coddc.org @CODDCouncil 

The Colorado Developmental Disabilities (DD) Council is a 24-member, Governor-
appointed Council that is mandated by the federal Developmental Disabilities
Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (DD Act). We work to advance systems change and
inclusion for people with developmental disabilities through education, advocacy
and grant making. The Council office and staff operate as a Type I transfer agency
under the Colorado Department of Human Services (CDHS).

OUR MISSION
The mission of the Colorado

Developmental Disabilities Council is to
advocate for systems change by

promoting meaningful person-centered
participation, self-determination and

inclusion for all individuals with
developmental disabilities.

2026 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

About the Council

The Council’s Legislative Public Policy Committee leads our work with educating,
advising, and informing lawmakers around issues of importance for people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). The Committee works year-round
to: 

Monitor state and federal legislation that impacts people with IDD; 

Advocate for legislation and policy that aligns with the Council’s five-year
strategic plan, mission, and values; 

Educate Colorado lawmakers on legislation that align with the Council’s mission; 

Work with community partners and advocates to advance our mission. 

Our Policy and Advocacy Work 
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2026 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

The Colorado Developmental Disabilities Council monitors, advises on, and supports
legislation in support of the IDD community in a manner that aligns with the Council’s
mission, vision, and values. Our 2026 legislative priority areas include the following: 

Healthcare 
Healthcare programs and services that support Coloradans with disabilities continue to face
serious threats. Federal cuts to essential Medicaid- and Medicare-funded services, programs, and
facilities significantly undermine the ability of people with IDD to live independent and meaningful
lives. The Council advocates for equitable healthcare services and independent living supports for
individuals with IDD. We closely monitor changes to Colorado’s Medicaid program, paying particular
attention to waiver programs and home- and community-based services (HCBS) that enable
Coloradans with disabilities to live independently in the communities they choose.

Education
Coloradans with IDD deserve access to educational environments that are safe, inclusive, and fully
accessible, regardless of their age or where they live. The Council supports efforts to strengthen
student inclusion and safety in schools, including eliminating seclusion practices and other
outdated and ineffective disciplinary approaches that disproportionately impact students with
disabilities.

Housing and Supportive Employment
The Council works to increase the capacity for Coloradans with IDD to obtain integrated housing
and competitive integrated employment in the community they choose. We support legislation that
expands accessible and affordable housing for people with IDD, ensures fair wages and working
conditions, and promotes more accessible, inclusive, communities. 

Additional Priorities
These priorities represent some of the individual, community, and systemic barriers experienced by
Coloradans with IDD. The Council will continue to advocate for the rights of Coloradans with IDD and
for preserving and strengthening the systems of care on which they depend.

WORK WITH US!
The Council's work includes:

Monitoring the work of the Colorado General Assembly
Educating lawmakers on how key issues and proposed legislation impact people with
IDD 
Advising state agencies and stakeholders on policies affecting people with IDD 
Collaborating with community partners, families, and people with IDD 
Building upon the work of generations of disability advocates in Colorado to ensure a
better, more accessible future for generations to come

We are here to help you and your team. Please reach out! 


